
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Dawdling D’s Have 
Arrived 
 

Senta’s due date was April 25th.  We 
waited and waited and waited.  No 
puppies.  The 26th, 27th, and 28th came 
and went.  No puppies – not even any 
signs that she Might have puppies.  
Finally April 29th dawned and Senta 
didn’t want to eat breakfast.  Senta is 
3/4ths lab.  Labs Never miss meals.  
Ahhhh, a good sign that Senta will 
finally have her puppies. 

 

 

 

Another indicator that a dog will soon 
whelp is a temperature drop.  A 
significant temperature drop for a dog 
means a temperature in the 97 degree 
range.  Senta’s temp. went all the way 
down to 98.3.  Sigh. 

The morning passed with little indication 
that Senta would be whelping any time 
soon.  She ate lunch.  /  Then, she 
began to need to toilet frequently.  ☺  
She began to pant!  She seemed 
uncomfortable!!  While I was stuck on 
the phone Senta let me know that she 
really, really needed to go OUTSIDE!  I 
couldn’t get off the phone so – Senta 
urinated a little bit in her wading pool.  
Then, as I started to take her outside, she 
dribbled onto the floor.  But this wasn’t 
urine, it had a greenish tinge to it.  Her 
water had broken!  I called my Whelper 
Helper fast! 

Poor Heather.  She had just loaded a 
bunch of stuff into her vehicle to move it 
to her new house.  She quickly unloaded 
her rig and put dog crates and her CCI 
pups into her car.  I tried to call her to 
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say, “Never mind.  Don’t rush.  It’s 
going to be awhile yet.”  Good thing she 
didn’t answer the phone.   

Heather hurried right over, set up her 
dogs, changed and got ready to help 
whelp puppies.  Fifteen minutes later, at 
1:36 p.m,. I was still getting ready to 
change my clothes and – splat – Senta’s 
first pup landed on the floor of the 
wading pool.  I didn’t even see Senta do 
any pushing!   

Still in my regular clothes and with 
unwashed hands, I grabbed a clean, 
small towel and cleaned up the pup and 
got him breathing and settled with Senta 
- all without ever actually touching the 
little guy.  Stunned, I raced into the 
bathroom to change into my whelping 
clothes and to Wash My Hands. For the 
next few hours, just about every half 
hour, Senta had another puppy.   

Heidi’s school day ended and I called 
her to let her know that the puppies were 
coming - in the daytime no less.  Heidi 
hurried over to help whelp the final 
pups.  Actually, from the time Heidi 
arrived until the next pup came we had a 
1 ½ hour wait.  Eventually Senta seemed 
to be trying to deliver a puppy, but no 
pup appeared.  We walked her, toileted 
her, and let the other pups nurse (that 
stimulates contractions).  We cheered 
her on, and eventually puppy number 
eight made his appearance.  Thank 
Goodness! 

After another 45 minutes puppy number 
nine arrived.  Then, in a last surprising 
move, Senta whelped puppy number ten 
exactly 10 minutes after the arrival of 
pup number nine.   

According to the radiologist, we were 
done.  We watched and waited for 
awhile.  We toileted Senta and cleaned 
up the messy wading pool.  Senta 
stepped back into the pool snuggled up 
to her ten new babies.  What a good 
mom!  

I called CCI to let them know that the 
pups were arriving.  I also asked with 
what letter of the alphabet the pups’ 
names will begin.  As you might have 
guessed, these babies will have names 
that begin with the letter D.  Hooray!  
I’ve never raised a D puppy before. 

The colors – Every CCI pup is assigned 
a color based on it’s birth order.  Those 
colors painted onto their heads and 
rumps help me keep records on the 
growth and development and “test” 
results for each puppy.  I’ll need help 
with some of the “testing”, please. ☺ 

So – please plan to come to visit these 
Dawdling D babies.  Visitation begins 
Memorial weekend and lasts until 
June 17th.  Call Martha at (503)255-
8995 or e-mail at: 
marthaemcg@teleport.com  We’d love 
to have you come help get these 10 
babies ready for their CCI careers. 

 
 
 



 

 
 
BEAMER GRADUATES 
  
Beamer, knows to us as “Beamer the 
Schemer” graduated as a Skilled 
Companion in May with a delightful 
family living in California.  In addition to 
“Beamer the Schemer”, we called him 
“Lucky Thirteen” because he was the 
thirteenth CCI dog Curt and I have had 
a hand in raising.  He was the last in a 
long line of Prison Pups for us and was 
co-raised by the ladies of Coffey Creek 
Correctional Facility. 
  
On the day of his graduation, as we 
trudged up the stairs to the balcony of 
the Luther Burbank Center where the 
kenneled dogs were being held, we did 
what every Puppy Raiser does; talked 
about whether Beamer would remember 
us.  We should have kept our voices 
down because, by the time we rounded 
the corner and stepped onto the 
balcony, poor Beamer was going wild in 
his kennel.  The trainer in charge of him 
forgot crate leaving protocol and just 
opened the door before the crate 
exploded and Mr. Beamer charged out 
to greet us, thick Lab tail thumping like 
crazy and little body quivering with 
excitement. 
  
He calmed down fairly quickly and we 
got our first real look at him in months.  
He was dressed in a fleece lined pulling 
vest which fit him well but looked very 

big on his rather small frame.  We knew 
though, that this tough, strong, little dog 
would get the job done when his new 
partner grabbed the harness strap to 
walk with his parents and dog helping to 
keep Jeffrey from wandering away from 
his family group. 
  
Curt and I want to praise the staff, 
inmates of Coffey Creek and Peggy 
Barron for the great job they did in 
guiding Beamer towards his ultimate 
goal.  Great job, guys!  
  
Gerry Von Ahn 
 
 
 

Goodbye, Noelle – Hello, 
Harrison! 
  
At the May Graduation, we turned in 
Noelle IV, one of the sweetest, yet 
nuttiest puppies we have ever had the 
privilege of raising.  She was a bundle of 
contradictions from the first time we 
met.  When we picked her up at the 
Portland Airport, we could hear her 
inside her crate, inside the freight area, 
inside the BUILDING, as we were 
pulling up!  The first thought was, 
“What kind of wailing banshee did we 
get?”  However, once we got into the car 
for the ride home, she was quiet as a 
church mouse (except for her snoring, 
which since then became somewhat of a 
legend in our household).  She turned 
out to have a delightful mixture of 
whimsy – a little angel with a streak of 
the devil – which we figured we would 
miss greatly. 
 



 
  
Until, that is, we picked up our newest 
puppy, Harrison II.  The only thing we 
had heard about Harrison was how sweet 
he was, and how his Foster family was 
going to miss him, and how cute he was, 
and yada, yada, yada.   
 
We have now had him for almost a 
week, and he is even BETTER than 
described!  He sleeps through the night, 
doesn’t whine when we leave the room, 
learned in one day where the water 
dispenser is located and trots on over 
when he needs a drink, and is indeed 
CUTE – CUTE – CUTE!  
 
In fact the only negative so far is he is 
starting to show signs that he might be 
able to compete with Noelle in the 
snoring department.  CCI must breed 
dogs with sinuses like echo chambers, 
because they seem to be louder than a 
drunken sailor on shore leave!  Anyway, 
we are looking forward to seeing more 
facets of Harrison’s personality come 
out in the weeks and months to come, 
but so far so very, very good! 
 
Mike and Kim Templeman 
  

 
 
Tassia 
  
 Wow, another dog off to college!  (And 
what a way to go!)    Tassia is in dog 
heaven with a 24 hour room-
mate!!!!!!     Thanks to all the wonderful 
people that helped to get her to turn-in...I 
will always be thankful... special thanks 
to Martha and Martina. Thanks also to 
Melody, Erika, and Nikki your help was 
very much appreciated. 
     
Tassia, I wish you luck in advanced 
training. Thanks for the laughter you 
brought to our classroom and for making 
such an impact on the kids. 
 
Heidi 
 
 

 
 
Lake Oswego Lions Pancake 
Breakfast 
 
July 4th  7:00 a.m.- noon 
 
Rodgers Park at the south end of 
Lake Oswego Right on Macadam Rd. 
 



Once again the Lake Oswego Lions 
have invited the Cascade Chapter of 
CCI to have an information booth at 
their annual pancake breakfast.   
 
This is an excellent way to get out the 
word about CCI.  We have become part 
of their tradition.  There will be two 
shifts:  6:45 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. and 9:30 
a.m. until 12:15 p.m. 
 
The breakfast is very good and very 
reasonable.  Just in case of rain, we will 
have an awning to keep ourselves, the 
pups and the display dry. 
 
Please contact Martha at (503)255-8995 
or e-mail her at:  
marthaemcg@teleport.com  to sign up 
to help out at this event. 
 

 
Annual Picnic and Campout with 
Puget Sound Chapter 
 
July 15-17  Campout and Picnic with the 
Puget Sound Chapter 
 
Millersylvania Park in west central 
Washington just about two miles off I-5. 
 
Campout will begin Friday afternoon.  
We’ll have a potluck picnic on Saturday 
and play some games with our CCI 
pups/working dogs.  There’s a lake for 
swimming and motorless boating. 
Of course there is a fee for camping at 
the park but also, if you come for just 
the day on Saturday, there is a fee for 
parking in the park.  You can park 
outside the park boundary for free. 
 

For more information contact Martha @ 
(503)255-8995 or e-mail at:  
marthaemcg@teleport.com  
 

  
 
LPCCI Barbecue – Aug. 27 (we hope) 
 
We’re hoping to do another LPCCI 
barbecue again this summer.  Funds will 
be dedicated to supporting the CCI pups 
being raised in the Coffee Creek facility.  
Please keep watching for more info.  
We’ll need folks to help serve food, 
clean tables etc. that day. 
 
Also, if you are interested in helping to 
get food for the bbq donated, that help 
would be Most appreciated!!! 
 
Contact Cindi Clark at: (541)563-3815 
or Heather at: (503)281-8878 or Martha 
at:  (503)255-8995 
  
Photo Opportunity: 
 
Just in case you have some good ones, I 
thought that you might want to consider this. 
 
Subject: RE: [cci-people] submit photos for 
CCI calendar?  Send photo's for 
consideration for the calendar and other CCI 
publications to: 
 
Andrea Reust 
2965 Dutton Ave. 
Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
707-577-1790 
areust@caninecompanions.org 
 



 
 
Unofficial CCI Chat Groups 
 
I thought that some of you might want to 
know that there are several unofficial CCI e-
mail chat groups available to you through 
yahoo.  The original list is called “cci-
people”.  It was established about 7 years 
ago.  To join please contact Rosemary 
Mathias at:  rgmathias@earthlink.net  The 
more recent list has more stringent chat rules 
and was created within the last few months.  
It is called CCI_Miracles.  To join that list 
contact Marty Carvour at:  
carvour1@juno.com   
 

 
     
 
TEAM TRAINING AND 
GRADUATIONS  2005 
       
Hearing Class  July  4-15 
Graduation (In House)       July 15 
 
Team Training August 1 – 12 
Graduation  August 13  
Luther Burbank Center    
 
Team Training November 7 – 18 
Graduation  November 19  
Luther Burbank Center 
 
 

 
 
Need Eukanuba Puppy or Adult 
Food? 
 
Contact Melody at: (503)475-6926 or e-
mail her at:  bluemooncanine@juno.com   
 

 
 
Cascade Chapter Class Schedule 
 
Puppies up to 6 months old  
First and third Thursdays of 
every month at 6:00 PM.  
  
  

Puppies 7 months and up 
First and third Thursdays of 
every month at 7:00 PM. 

  
 
Cape or Halti/Gentle Leader Needs? 
 
Contact Melody at (503)475-6926 or e-
mail her at: bluemooncanine@juno.com   
if you need to trade in your cape or head 
halter for a larger size.  Got a rip or a 



tear?  Contact Melody for repair or 
replacement information. 
 
Want to keep Melody happy?  Carefully 
supervise your pup while it’s wearing its 
cape and head halter.   
 
 


